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were sure that they had the child's full confidence and that
she was not worried or unhappy in any way. The mother
finally admitted that she and the father were not happy
together; but, she said, they never discussed their difficulties
before the child, who was completely unconscious of them.
The mother wished for divorce, but could not make up her
mind to the changes involved. It remained an open question
between the parents, and in the meantime they made no effort
to adjust any of the difficulties that caused their unhappiness.
Each had an unduly proprietorial, emotional attachment
to the child who, in turn, had a strong father-complex. She
often slept in his room in a small bed close to his and came
into his bed in the morning. She gave the following dreams.
" I went with father to see grandmother. Grandmother
was in a boat, a big one. She wanted me to kiss her
and wanted to put her arms round me, but I was afraid of her.
Father said, ' Why, I want to kiss grandmother!' I did
not want him to. I was afraid that something would happen
to him. Then the boat went off and* I couldn't find anybody,
and I was frightened,"
Several times she dreamt of the grandmother. Once she
was all mouth, wide open. " I dreamt of a big snake. It
came out from under my bed and played with me/' She often
spoke of the snake dream, and had one or two others which
were similar. The grandmother dream she told with
reluctance, and then confessed that she was afraid whenever
her father went away that he would not come back. She
had guessed the parents' whole situation, and said that she
knew her mother did not like her father; but she did not
wan^ to talk about it, because it " would make them feel
badly ". Her father went away on business trips, and then
she was always afraid he would leave them. She also had
noticed that her mother was happier then. The mother came
to see that she was not saving the child, but only making
her ill by leaving the situation unsolved. The parents had
either to attack their difficulties with each other, and

